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SUMMARY 

The fifth named storm of the Atlantic Hurricane Season, Tropical Storm Erika formed on 24 August, 2015. Many of 

the Leeward Islands were placed under Tropical Storm Watch/Warning as the system approached the islands.   

Reports indicate that Dominica was significantly impacted by Tropical Storm Erika bringing with it significant rainfall in 

the amount of approximately 9 inches in a period of 6 hours.  It is important to note that no watches or warning were 

issued for Dominica as the system approached the island. 

Dominica 

Officials in Dominica indicate that numerous landslides have occurred and several areas are flooded.  Many homes 

along the river have been damaged/destroyed/flooded.  Electricity is out in several areas and communication network 

is intermittent throughout the island.  It has been reported that 25 or more persons may have died or are missing in 

the north-eastern and south-eastern areas of Dominica in areas identified as Good Hope, Bath Estate and Petite 

Savagne.  The French Government has also received reports of 5 tourists missing.  Three bodies have been 

recovered to date. 

 

Both airports have been significantly flooded and are closed and several bridges were destroyed or significantly 

damaged and are unsafe.  Many roadways are also impassible and dangerous. 

 

PAHO has been able to make contact with two consultants on the SMART Hospital Project, Ronnie Lettsome and 

Alex Williams.  They have been in contact with the Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Health, Health Engineer Mr. 

_____Fonteyn_____and were able to visit the Princess Margaret Hospital today 8/27/2015 where there were only 

minor reports of flooding of a store room.  The Clinic in Roseau is also closed due to flooding in the store room.   

 

It is expected that through coordination with the Ministry of Health they may gain access to the worst hit areas 

tomorrow via helicopter and be able to provide damage reports on the Grand Bay Health Centre in Petite Savagne as 

well as all other health facilities and hospitals throughout the island. 

The island is still mainly without electricity and water systems have been compromised and so will 

remain shut off. The death toll is still officially at four (three deaths occurred during a mudslide in the 

south-east of the island which include two children, and another in the capital Roseau). However there 

are unconfirmed reports that there are at least another 20 deaths in Petit Savann. 

There are no reports yet coming from the Carib area east coast and in it is feared that a number of 

homeless people living under a bridge in Roseau are still missing as are 5 French nationals at Grand Bay. 

Authorities are advising people to “stay put” so that the first assessments can be done. 

 

 

Initial Health Needs 

Requests to PAHO at this time are for body bags which have been secured and will be delivered to CDEMA to take 



into Dominica tomorrow 2/28/2015 during their initial recce using a helicopter provided by the Gov of 

Trinidad___________.   

Provisions for mass casualty care/ Medical evacuation can be organized with the French Government through 

Martinique, if required.   

It is expected that an initial report on the status of health facilities will be provided by the PAHO consultants in 

Dominica as well as more details on an immediate needs list. 

PAHO Panama will send to Barbados extra aquatabs and bodybags to replace the one from MOH Barbados 

 

Coordination: 

PAHO has been in contact with the Minister of Health currently in petit Savanne. 

Contact has been established with Martinique Etat Majeure and Health agency ARS. The reconnaissance flight 

showed significant damage in South East but poor visibility of other areas in the North. 

No information about the Carib communities in the east. 

 UN agency meeting held to discuss offers and possible staffing for deployment. Currently as airports are flooded no 

fixed wing access possible. 

Venezuela offered 2 helicopters. 

Martinique will send another helicopter today to look for the 5 missing French nationals. 

Saturday a 2 pm Cdema Eastern Caribbean group meeting will be held, after return of CDEMA team from field visit( 

Helicopter) 

 

 Attached health facilities in Dominica map 

Hospital Safety Index Online Database on Dominica (http://dominica.safehospitals.info ): 

 Big Hospitals  

 Medium or Small 

 Health Centers and Posts 
 

Pending information : 

Assessment of all health facilities 

Information on people in shelters 

Needs for public health actions( wáter, vector control, lost medical supplies, additional medical supplies 

for mass casualty event a.o.) 

 

 

http://dominica.safehospitals.info/

